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Because the Jews were surrounded by people who practiced having many wives and
would not last having only one wife, because the Jews themselves were people with
“hard hearts”. Also because they did not have the sacramental grace which sustains the
couple of the New Testament! The same God who permitted the letter of divorce,
recalled that letter, because The New Testament should be more perfect than the Old
Testament, and that Christian marriage took on new mystical meaning! History teaches
us that even many wild tribes in different parts of the world came to the conclusion that
lasting marriage to one wife is the best form of marriage. For example, on the island of
Ceylon (Sri Lanka) was discovered the tribe of Vedas. These people live in dire poverty,
scattered amidst the forests and wetlands. With them the divorce is totally unknown.
They have a saying which testifies to the stability of their marriage: “Only death separates
husband and wife!” The ancient peoples of Mexico, the Aztecs, passed certain fundamen-
tals of morality, from generation to generation, which the young people committed to
memory. Among the counsels given, we find the following counsel of father to the daugh-
ter: “Do not select a husband as you select a coat, persevere by your husband till death!”
Many tribes, those especially on the lower level of civilization, we find purity of customs.
Whereas in other tribes reigns a greater immorality, and that’s because Europeans came
to live among them and ruined them! Divorces are bad, of this kind of people who are not
disciplined. Open for them even a small gate, and quickly all kinds of restrictions are
transgressed like a river, which rises, and spills far and wide. First they seemingly
separate for right reasons: adultery, violent character, spendthrift, later even the least
reason is sufficient; for example: first quarrel, suspicion of infidelity, finally it brazenly
leads, to manufacturing of reasons, when none exists. Human inventiveness and perversion
is never lacking in creating such occasions for reasons of which divorce is almost excusable!
Here in our United States, different people complain about lack of morality. They look for
reasons. They need not look far. They should look into the judicial records. What will they
find? Numbers. Dry, cold, lifeless numbers! They will find out that from 1946 to 1952,

six years, that in these six years American courts gave: two million, 454 thousand divorces.
We have around two and a half million broken families. Frightening, terrifying numbers!
Here you have the main reason for low morality in our country! The divorces annihilate
the families, ruin the family hearths. They raise dissolute generations, they dwarf ideals
and citizenship virtues. God demands that married people remain with each other until
death, if not for their own happiness, at least do it for the children, who are part of their
being and for the good of society of which they and the children are part! I am ending
with the words of the immortal Pope Leo XlII: “Through divorce they weaken mutual

love; hopeless encouragement is given for infidelity, it ruins raising and teaching of child-
ren, the women are threatened with abandonment!” Therefore, it is absolutely necessary
always and everywhere to defend the indissolubility of Christian marriage.
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| greet you my fellow compatriots, in the traditional Polish way: Praised be, Jesus Christ!

In my first and second radio talk, | spoke of that Catholic Church for very grave reasons
permits separations in marriage, but never gives divorce. That marriage joins two people
for life: that is, until death! | also explained that such is the teaching of the Catholic
Church, and it has to be such, because Christ himself taught that. That brought furious
letters. Of course, these letters came from divorced persons, who, to quiet their own
conscience, accuse the Church of backwardness, strictness, unfamiliarity with life, cruelty
of the partner, drunkenness, lack of thriftiness, disagreements, and the whole line of

sad and sorrowful reasons! Someone was trying to prove that the Church granted a
divorce to the wife of the mayor of the city of New York and before that to some rich
Americans, particularly, to an American woman, Consuelo Vanderbilt. One must
remember that Church law binds every Catholic. According to the church law, regardless,
if both parties are Catholic or only one, marriage must be contracted in the presence of
the priest and two witnesses. So the marriage of a Catholic and a non-Catholic contracted
before the “pastor”, a judge, a sheriff, a best man, is not valid. Only because Mrs. Sloan
Simpson, a Catholic, married outside of the church, a certain Carrol Dewey Hipp, the
Church considered her marriage null! Then, Mrs. Simpson entered into marriage with

the former mayor of New York, William O’Dwyer, a Catholic, lately an ambassador to
Mexico! The Church’s Tribunal in Mexico City with Archbishop Luis Maria Martinez, granted
her complete separation but not a divorce. The American press gave the news that both
her husband and she sent their case to the Roman Rota, to consider their marriage null!!
As far as the famous marriage of Consuelo Vanderbilt, he details were such: At 17 years

of age, Miss Consuelo fell in love with a young man, an American aristocrat. Her mother
was W. K. Vanerbilt, did not want this marriage to happen. She stubbornly insisted her
daughter to marry a nobleman Marlborough, whose father to will her two million dollars,
annually! Twenty-five years after marriage Consuelo was a mother of two children, and
divorced her husband. Despite all persuasion, agreement was not reached. Consuelo
obtained a civil divorce. She remarried. She sent her case to Roman Rota, for she desired
that her second marriage to a French Colonel, be recognized by Church authorities!
During the hearings by the Tribunal, Consuelo said that her mother imprisoned her in the
room of her palace, which was guarded day and night! Mrs. Vanderbilt also lamented to
her daughter that she suffers from heart attacks, and the disobedience of her daughter,
and lack of agreement with her will, will cause her untimely death! In addition, she
threatened, that if her daughter elopes, she will murder her daughter’s husband, for which
she will be condemned to death, and the whole responsibility will fall on her daughter
together with all the shame. In the outcome of all the documentation her marriage was
declared null! Because this process was for the wealthy aristocrats, the news spread all over
the world! From this was born the, false opinion, that only the rich could allow themselves
to go through the process for nullification of marriage! Those who think thus are in error!
The price of this process, before the Church Tribunal in London was $42.00! The cost before
the Roman Tribunal was about two hundred dollars. Actually, the Initial process, normally
was done at no cost to the petitioners, because of their poverty. Seventy-five marriages
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out of each hundred marriages are valid marriages and only twenty-five marriages are
pronounced invalid. The chances are equal, both for the rich and for the poor!

Cancer of Morality

In May last year | left the convent through the side door which opens to Clark Street.

It is easier to reach Broadway Street that way, because | had a few things to settle. And
just then people were leaving our church, Corpus Christi. | did not want to disturb them,
so | lingered on the other side of the gate. Suddenly, a young couple emerged from the
group and headed straight for me. | recognized both of them. They used to belong to

the parish and | met them frequently, but after their wedding they moved to the suburb
and | lost contact with them. They greeted me like old friends. | started to ask them how
things were with them. They told me that both of them are healthy, they have five child-
ren, their house is paid off and life treats them well. | asked them what brought hem

to this church this day. “We came for Mass here because we wedded here ten years ago.
So we came here to thank God for everything He had given us! Especially for the children
He gave us.” While the husband spoke the wife began to take her wedding band off her
finger. | listened to her husband with one ear and with one eye watched her taking the
wedding band off. When her husband finished she handed me the band and with emotion-
al voice said: “Please read what is written inside. So | read. The words said: ‘I have married
you for eternity’”| Certainly, this inscription made a deep impression on me! | said a few
words of farewell wishing them well and all good things! That evening when | sat down

at my desk, | picked up my notebook and wrote the statement which was carved in the
ring: “l married you for eternity.” And first today | share it with you! These few solemn
words mirror church’s and fathers’ of the church, moralists and learned, teaching about
marriage! This kind of statement could only be made by one of deep, living, sincere faith;
faith in the indissolubility of marriage; which means that marriage lasts until death! This,
and only this type of indissolubility both sides understand well! It would be a disgusting
thought that they vow only a temporary and conditional union! This is how Msgr. Roes-
sler teaches: “Let us imagine a pair of a young couple. What are they talking about
between themselves? About eternal love and fidelity! Did they talk about divorce on their
wedding day? About what do they write in their letters? About eternal love and fidelity;
and about the fact that their love will never end. The pervading thought that their love
will never end made them feel happy and satisfied! Every wedding in the Catholic Church
has, as main witness, God himself! Who knows the most hidden places in ones’ heart, and
the false and insincere obligations towards God would be false and sacrilegious! The newly
weds speak quite clearly: “I will not leave you till death!” They call on God to be their wit-
ness: “so help me God one in Trinity!” Among the ancient treasures of fine arts important
place occupy, the so called, “golden glass.” That is wedding glasses with golden bottom,
on are visible the images of the newly-weds. The young couple extends the hands to each
other an above them is the monogram of Christ, “Ichtys”; the sign of supernatural charact-
er of marriage, and that the marriage was contracted according to the law of Christ and
His sanction. The most important among these treasures is the sarcophagus, which came
Into use in the first half of the fourth century, found, at the present time in the Albani villa
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In Rome. Its bas-relief shows a man, who in his left hand holds rolled up writings, with his
right embraces the hand of the woman. Under their hands, on the pulpit lays an open
book, above one can see the bust of a man holding a wreath. It is no other than Christ

who ties the young couple with supernatural knots. The roll of writing in the hands of the
newly wed man is the marriage contract, the book on the pulpit is none other than the
Book of Scriptures. The sculptor clearly calls attention, that marriage is contracted in the
Spirit and with such conditions that are stated in the gospels: meaning holiness and
sacramentality of marriage. From this flows the indissolubility of marriage, which forbids
the married people divorce and enter into new unions while they are still living! In face of
this, useless are the accusations which are tossed against the indissolubility of marriage,
especially, at the present time! And so, especially the arch progressives, who argue that
marriage is a contract, and every contract with agreement of both parties can be dissolved.
Then, too, when one party cannot be faithful to the promises made the second party is
automatically relieved of the same promises. | call your attention to the fact that marriage,
is not the same as a civil contract. Other contacts are human inventions. People can freely
specify the terms and the conditions of this contract. Marriage, however is God-Creator’s
institution, and God himself had set the terms and conditions. One of these conditions is
indissolubility! Humans may or may not marry, but once contracted the door closes! Man
can commit suicide but he cannot give himself life again! In marriage freedom refers only
to the very act, but the conditions must be accepted such as before-hand were instituted.
The words: “I vow to you faith, love and integrity” are not to be understood as a condition
breaking the knot of marriage even though the obligations flowing from this were not
fulfilled, the titles of man and woman were not broken. The people, however, insist
further, and press, that the couple, before marriage were in love with each other and
idolized each other, now they became indifferent to each other, so much so that it borders
on hate of each other; from this flow constant contentions, quarrels, nagging; it's an un-
ending house war. Such a life is unbearable, simply suicidal! It should be ended as quickly
as possible! It is the truth that no one can deny! That there are families where it is impos-
sible to live. Constant quarrels, shouting, beatings, curses! Giving constant scandal to the
children! But who is the guilty party; perhaps the indissolubility of marriage? However, the
parties willingly agreed to this; at the beginning it was not a problem! So why now does

it constitute such a burden? Usually, the difficulties of life together lie within themselves!
Their thoughtless contracting of marriage! They were in a hurry to get married to start a
family, the business, these are important, but also huge in consequences! One should not
prepare oneself for marriage childishly or theatrically. One should examine precisely
whether one is fit for this step in life, whether one is ready for life in marriage and whether
the other party with his/her disposition is ready for this step. Are both ready to share the
good things and bad. Sickly people should not be marrying; people of striking differences
in age, faith, education and outlook on life, should not be marrying each other. Today,
however, young people pay little or no attention to these factors. They do not seek God
either. The young people’s general motto: “Love is blind!” It is not the common sense
which leads them to the altar but hot blood or some material benefit! They guard their
negative side of character very carefully. They put forth only good qualities of their
character even those they did not possess. Nowhere is there so much deceit, not even in
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business as there is between the betrothed! Then they are very surprised when the scales
fall off their eyes, then comes disenchantment and they do not find happiness, satisfaction,
or peace in married life! Actually, even in the best matched couple problems arise from
time to time. These arise from lack of trust, misunderstanding, suspicion, jealousy! Also,
because each of the married persons wants to be independent. Does divorce help in these
circumstances, hardly, because these flow from the warped and spoiled nature. It would
be the way someone wrote: “Throw out one devil with the help of another!” Indissolubi-
lity cannot capitulate before bad nature of people! Indissolubility was introduced to tame
the spoiled human nature. Actually, every human being is obliged, with the help of grace,
to control and eradicate his/her bad habits. Would not the married couple be obliged to
do the same for the common good? Otherwise much harm would accrue and marriage
would not last. The newlyweds must understand that they didn’t marry to reap only
pleasures, joys and happiness but also to accept the burdens the unpleasant things and
not to cause the other party remorse, because neither is without fault. Each should have
for the other mutual understanding and forgiveness; if the beginning of marital life was
peaceful, let them return to it frequently and for their mutual happiness reunite with God
and each other. If their problems have reached a level that reunion is unthinkable, then
only one way remains for them: separation, which they should seek from the bishop
through their pastor! Separation does not break the vow of marriage, but will help their
marriage, because it will free the parties from suffering. Separation is the last step to
which the couple should use as the last resort after they have exhausted all other possibi-
lities; it is a necessary evil. There are many cases where only one party is guilty. For
example: the husband tyrannizes the wife, is a drunkard, hurts children, gambles, or the
wife is unbearable, nagging, holds the man under her shoe, throws money away, is a social
butterfly, e.c.t. Divorce will not solve anything! Divorce will not heal the evil! Because one
who does maltreat one wife, will do the same with second and third; with divorce many
other women will suffer! By getting divorce she freed herself from maltreatment and could
enter perhaps into a better union. The abuser could do the same! So where’s the penalty
for the abuser?! The abuser would always be triumphant! How many times it is always
worse! Perhaps the husband became enamored of the young secretary, comes home and
begins to start quarrels with the wife, nothing satisfies him. If such a one obtains a divorce
he would be satisfying his lowest desires, and to his real wife he’d be dishing out the
worse insults ever, such that call for vengeance to heaven! Can this be allowed? If so then
the laws would have to give in to every whim imaginable. Then the worth of life would

fall to zero. One would not even care to live. Even in these circumstances, in which one
party suffered, the marriage would be upheld. Then the wronged party would be
prescribed a healing action — the separation! Some argue that separation brings the same
wrong on the children as divorce does, because here, too, children can’t be brought up

as they should. There will be quarrels, hatreds between the families. The husband and
wife not only leave each other but they grow indifferent to the children and more often
than not give the children to orphanages! The parents insist they want to start new
families and children are in the way. The harm is great! The parents want to erase the
entire past! Unhappy children are left to their own designs! In time the children will find
out that the parents shamelessly destroyed the family and for their own convenience
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thrashed underfoot the noblest parental and family ideals! The children burn with hate
towards their parents because the deceived them, and become bitter for their entire life!
In fact, you read in the paper about the crimes committed by young gangsters and bandits!
Great numbers blame their divorced parents and broken families! After separation there
are no such fatal results. The children remain in the care of one parent, either father or
mother. One can even notice that the union is stricter, than before, that signifies that
parents having lost love for each other, give that love to the children; they can also give
themselves better to the familial duties since they do not accept new family duties.
Through separation certain conflicts arise, but by divorce these just grow bigger because
there are two new families now. Because of these two new marriages the former spouses
possibilities of reunion are by far more difficult or really none existent. With separation
the reunion is much easier, they can reunite any time and thus clear themselves in the
eyes of people and their children! Seemingly, the most important reason for divorce is
infertility. Marriage was instituted for progeny to continue the human race. It would seem
that infertile marriage misses the goal of marriage, therefore it should, rather, it could be
annulled. Omitting the fact that marriage has also secondary goals, such as being medicine
for lack of moderation, mutual help and comfort; it also reminds humans that marriage
was not instituted only for the good of individuals, but first and foremost for the good of
all of humanity, speaking generally. Through marriage humanity must multiply, be
perfected! As long as the marriage exists for universal good, it must be so arranged and
have such attributes which would serve that good. Such an attribute is indissolubility.

For many reasons indissolubility is necessary for the society; it is much more profitable
than divorce; it must be observed in all cases without exception. Its basis is the fact that
the law introduced for public’s good obliges at all times and in all cases without exception!
Even if it happens that in certain cases it became useless. No one under any pretext can
be relieved of this. For example the wedding banns must be announced, even if there is
no danger of any impediment, or prohibition of reading books put on an interdict. Why?
Everyone knows how weak and perverse human nature is. It will find any excuse to defend
Itself. The humans deceive and lie to themselves when it comes to satisfying certain
Pleasures and whims! People, for any reason easily explain to themselves that laws do

not apply to them! And very quickly exonerate themselves from observing the laws. How
many there are of such citizens only God knows! Thus the laws lose their effectivity and
value! Such dangers stare marriage in the face, if it were permitted to annul it for any
whimsical reason! Not in too many families reigns peace and harmony and truly Christian
living! A large percentage of modern marriages are loveless, without any attachment of
the couple to each other! They live in perplexity and discord! The law of indissolubility
keeps them together! They don’t even try separation because it would make their living
conditions very difficult! But even if they were allowed to enter into new unions, those
very same people would seek divorce! So, in any case marriage cannot be dissolved, even
if the pair was to suffer because of that. In this, as in many other cases, the couple has

to make a sacrifice to preserve public good! The society itself cannot break the marriage,
because it is not a human law, only natural law. Only God, as the giver of natural law,
could give the dispensation. In reality, God gave such dispensation in the Old Testament,
permitting the Jews the letter of divorce. Some would ask why did the Creator allow this?




